
Bat Holding Bags

1. Fold one 22 inch side twice, hiding ragged edge, and sew.  This will be the top (open) edge of 
the bag.  See below for seam details.

2. Sew the sides. For simple seams, fold cloth with top seam fold out and sew. 
For French seams, fold cloth with top seam fold in and sew first seam, then turn inside out and 
sew second seam.  Check inside finished bag for loose threads.

3. Attach tie to outside of bag approximately 1½ inches below the opening of the bag.  Sew so 
that the tie has two even length ends.

16 inch tie sewn 
in middle to the 
finished bag.  
Drawstring bags 
can also be made 
if you prefer.

11 inches

12
 in

ch
es

Fold top 
edge twice 
and sew. 
Leave 
folded edge 
showing on 
outside of 
bag.

Seams should be 
about 5/8 inch 
deep

Two ways to do seams:

1.  Leave ragged edge outside, 
You can sew two parallel 
seams to reduce fraying.

2.  Do French seams. This is 
more  durable

Folded edge

1½ inches

Send finished bags to:
Wildlife Division 
NH Fish and Game Dept.
11 Hazen Dr.
Concord, NH 03301

These bags are for holding bats after they are captured for research.  All the seams must be outside the bag, 
so the bats do not get tangled in them, as they will be released after they are weighted, measured and 
banded.  These bags will be washed in bleach after each use to prevent disease transmission.

Materials:
One 22 inch by 12 inch piece of light cotton or muslin (old sheets work well).
One approximately 16 inch shoelaces or other tie material that will not fray (ribbon frays),

Questions?:
603-271-2461


