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His Excellency, Governor John H. Lynch
State House

The Honorable Terie Norelli
Speaker of the House

The Honorable Sylvia Larsen
Senate President

The Honorable John T. Gallus, Chairman
Senate Wildlife, Fish and Game Committee

The Honorable Judith Spang, Chairman
House Resources, Recreation & Development Committee

The Honorable Dennis Abbott, Chairman
House Fish and Game Committee

Pursuant to RSA 233-A:2, IV, | am pleased to pretiem Public Water Access Advisory
Board’'s (“PWAAB” or “Board”) 2007Annual Report. Threport is organized starting with this general
report of the PWAAB, then an article on the Boand &s history, followed by individual reports byost of
the member state agencies of the Board as follows:

Fish & Game Department

Department of Environmental Services

Department of Resources and Economic Development

Department of Transportation

Office of Energy and Planning

Governor's Commission on Disability (Architectudrrier-Free Design Committee)



The above statute requires that the PWAAB’s Aniegbort “shall include a list of existing public
access points, and a target date for publicatiall @ccess points”. That information is founcainumber
of different sources and media. The most comprakiersource is available on-line through the GRANIT
Conservation Lands Viewer dtttp://mapper.granit.unh.eduf hat information is a product of an ongoing
effort by the Office of Energy and Planning sinkce early 1990s to inventory all available publicess to
the State’s public waters, whether publicly or ptaty owned, whether they are free or charge aetee,
The Fish & Game Department has published a “New p#duine Boating & Fishing Public Access Map”
since 1999. That map contains a list of mostlyliplybowned and operated access sites to the State’
public waters. It has been widely distributed tigioout the state including the state highway infaran
centers. That map, which was last published ir8B280currently being updated and revised withrget
distribution date of June 2009. In addition, dlthee more than 130 access sites to public watarsaged
by the Fish & Game Department, as well as many geshay other agencies, are described in detdileat t
Department’s websitduttp://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Outdoor_Recreat@edess_sites_table.htm

The Fish & Game Department is in the process dimuall these sites and more on a GIS mapping
system to assist in its duty to “establish priestfor the siting and development of public boatas areas,
based on the demands and needs for different tfgasblic boat access areas and public water bodi€'s
RSA 233-A:4, |. Maps of over 400 lakes and pondth some showing access sites and information are
also found at the Fish and Game websitg://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Fishing/bathy _mdgm. Efforts
to update these lists are ongoing. The DES CoBstglram has also developed a map of those public
access facilities in the 17 communities that mgkéhe coastal zone. The “New Hampshire Coastaégsc
Map” has been completely updated and revised aadagable to the public in either hard copy ortba
Coastal Program’s websitettp://www.des.state.nh.us/Coastal/

Much of the Board’s work with regard to advisingymitoring and coordinating state agency public
water access efforts, is detailed in the attackpdrts of the above State agencies. In that refsgdBoard
and these agencies have been particularly focuséarge lake access, one of the most expensive and
difficult missions of the Board. Much of the Boaréfforts in 2007 involved work with the NH Fisha
Game Department and the Department of Environm&aalices on the development of a trailer boat
access site to Winnisquam Lake at Water Streeagohia. Construction of that project was compléted
June 30, 2008 and the site is fully operationalyjaling parking for 31 vehicles/trailers, 4 can@efop
spaces, 2 wheelchair accessible spaces (oneédileme cartop), and two spaces for Conservatifingds,
with mooring and fishing piers. In addition, plamm efforts move forward for development of the @Vil
Goose access site at Lake Sunapee in Newbury amithidd_anding, in Moultonborough, providing acses
to Lake Winnipesaukee.

The Board generally meets every other month. thtimeh to advising state agency efforts, the
Board also responds to concerns from the pubiic2007 such concerns regarding access to Naticak& L
at the Merrimack Town Beach were addressed. Tladeorked successfully on confirming public access
to the Hobo Railroad staging area site on the Peragget River in Woodstock. In addition, the Board
monitored legislation that concerned or affectellipiwater access. It has also monitored statelssitand
disposals where it has an advisory role to the Bepant of Transportation and the Council on Resesirc
and Development with regard to the sale or leastadé lands that could or do provide public acteskse
State’s waters. In that regard, the Board has begve in the HB 710 Study Commission regardirgy th
leasing of state owned land on public waters.



Thank you for this opportunity for providing infoetion about our Board and its work. If you have
any questions or would like further informationgde do to hesitate to contact me at 695-8641 or our
Board'’s secretary, Ellen Harrington at 271-2461.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Quarles, Jr., Chair
Public Water Access Board
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2007 Annual Report to the Public Water Access Advasy Board
Programs and Activities of the
NH Department of Environmental Services
March 2008

During 2007, DES engaged in numerous programs etidties associated with recreational
opportunities and public access to the state'srajdteese items are described below. DES contitwube
active in its efforts to expand and improve publicess opportunities across New Hampshire.

Cooperative Projects with Other Agencies/Organizatins

Public Boat Access Facility on Winnisquam Lake, Lasnia — Throughout 2007, DES continued to
work with the N.H. Fish & Game Department (F&G)e @ity of Laconia, the Public Water Access
Advisory Board and the Lake Winnisquam Associatmdevelop an access site on the Winnipesaukee
River, which will provide access to Winnisquam Lakée Winnipesaukee River Basin Program
(WRBP) and the Lakes Management and Protectionr®mgy(LMPP) within DES have been the lead
DES programs providing assistance for this cooperaffort. This project has received all of the
necessary permits and site construction is welenmay.

DES Bureaus and Programs that Support Public Access

Dam Bureau

The DES Dam Bureau owns and operates 113 damslsmdperates and maintains 105 dams belonging
to F&G. DES provides boating recreational oppotiariby regulating the water level of these coterbl
waterbodies. Many of these dam sites have pubtiesscfacilities, which require constant maintenance
repairs and enhancements. As part of the operpléns for each of the dams, the need and the
opportunities to improve public access is fully leeged.

Maintain and Monitor Existing Lease Agreements

DES leases properties and facilities to severalnaonities and other agencies across the state. DES
works cooperatively with towns and agencies to g®public access opportunities at these locations:
Bow Lake, Strafford; Lovell Lake, Wakefield; Goshieske, Goshen; Oliverian Brook Flood Control
Impoundment, Benton; Deering Reservoir, Deerindidvii3 Ponds, Milton; and the Waumbek and
Rowe sites on the Salmon Falls River, Milton.

Work Related to the Flood Events of Spring 2007:
DES conducted flood damage repair consisting akecting erosion problems and replacing culverts at
Pittsfield Mill Dam in Pittsfield, Whittemore Laka Bennington, and, Pope Dam in Tuftonborough.

Site Enhancement Projects:

Due to budget constraints, the Dam Maintenance wrefked on only a few small site enhancement
projects, including constructing and installingdée at Murphy Dam in Pittsburg and cutting brush at
two of the Baker River Flood control sites in Weattlh and Warren.

Site Enhancement Crew

Typically, the DES Dam Bureau site enhancement énegvoves, develops and maintains public access
at DES dam sites. Due to budget constraints, DESndt staff a site enhancement crew during the
summer of 2007.




Maintenance, Repairs, and Upkeep to Existing Dams

The following activities were undertaken in 2007:

Deering Reservoir, Deering — Major reconstructibthe existing concrete spillway and flashboards.
Big Brook Bog, Pittsburg — Major reconstructiontioé dam.

Sunset Lake, Alton — Installed gauging station.

Winnisquam Lake, Lochmere Dam, Tilton — RepairexldRisting storage building.

Goose Pond, Canaan — Replaced the existing cabwete dam.

New Projects
Sawyer Lake, Gilmanton — Started the design, péngjtand funding approval process for a proposed
reconstruction of the dam.

Wetlands Bureau

The bureau continues to ensure that public acege®vided whenever a marina is proposed for a kake
river, or the seacoast. The bureau has a liaisdfestvho works with the F&G Public Access Program
coordinate reviews and approvals of various jucisoinal programs within DES in an effort to facilié
construction of public access sites proposed by F&G

Watershed Management Bureau

Clean Vessel Act Program

Every year, DES requests funds from the U.S. RishV&ildlife Service for the installation of new
pumpout systems and dump stations throughout #te ahd to operate the mobile pumpout boat service
in coastal waters. Dump stations accept only ptertadilet wastes, while a pumpout system removes
wastes from fixed toilets.

Coastal Waters — No new pumpout facilities weral&hfor the state’s coastal waters during 2007, but
five working pumpout stations are available to &erboaters at marinas. Also, the existing mobile
pumpout boat serviced 327 boats along the coastpimg out 10,671 gallons of sewage. A new mobile
pumpout boat with a larger holding tank was purelda the fall of 2007 to pumpout seacoast area
boats; it will begin service in the 2008 boatings®n. DES is also working with Portsmouth Harbor to
identify a site for a new pumpout facility.

Inland Waters — Although no new pumpout facilitiesre funded for the state’s inland waters during
2007, an operation and maintenance grant was adérdeakeport Landing Marina on Paugus Bay. DES
is pursuing a pumpout facility for Lake Sunapeeichlis currently serviced by a dump station.

In addition to Portsmouth Harbor and Lake SunagheeClean Vessel Act Program anticipates funding
other replacement systems on other waterbodid=inear future.

Boat Inspection Program

The Boat Inspection Program conducted boat inspeston Lake Winnipesaukee and Winnisquam Lake.
The program conducted 63 inspections, of which BEeviirst time inspections. Violations of sink and
shower and/or marine sanitation device regulatiweaie the most common violations. The major source
of violations continues to be boats brought in fratiner states, especially those coming from tharmce
Under pressure from local marine dealers, most faaturers modify boats destined for New Hampshire
to comply with the state’s No-Discharge law.

Public Beach Inspection Program
New Hampshire receives an annual EPA grant to exghtire existing Coastal Beach Program. The grant



focuses on implementing and enhancing current mong and notification programs. New Hampshire
has several goals including: 1) to identify andlienpent an improved beach advisory notification esyst

2) to better identify sources of Enterococci (baa)eand initiate best management practices toaedu
bacteria loading; 3) to establish a beach recagnaind rewards program for public beaches thatigeov
safe and healthy recreational experiences, and; @nploy recent technological advances in beach
monitoring. The N.H. Coastal Beach Program is atergid one of the best in the country and thesdgran
further the state’s efforts to protect public healt

DES inspected a total of 16 coastal public swimnfiagches. Coastal beaches were inspected twice per
week, once per week, or once every other week fotahof 309 inspections. One coastal beach adyiso
was issued for an exceedance of public beach watdity standards for Enterococci (bacteria).

DES visited a total of 168 freshwater public swimghbeaches on a monthly schedule for a total of 567
inspections. Thirty-on&reshwater public beaches were issued a total efd¥sories for exceedances of
the public beach water quality standards for B. &éven freshwater beaches were issued cyanafmacte
advisories for the presence of a potentially taxianobacteria scum. Fourteen beach advisories were
issued at Ahern State Park, Laconia, as a resalipoé-emptive advisory following greater than 0.25
inches of rainfall.

Exotic Species Program
Milfoil Control Funds — DES provided milfoil grafitnds to 16 organizations to chemically control the
growth of exotic aquatic plants in 2007.

Milfoil and Other Exotic Plants Prevention Fund E®issued grants to the New Hampshire Lakes
Association for a Lake Host Program, to the GoasadR_ake Association for prevention and Weed
Watching activities, and to the Connecticut Riveaté/shed Group for work in preventing the spread of
milfoil throughout the Connecticut River system.gMilfoil Research Grant was awarded jointly to the
Town of Barnstead Milfoil Committee and the Uniigr®f New Hampshire to evaluate the effects of 2,
4-D on controlling variable milfoil in a river sysm.

Public Education and Outreach — DES distributedn8foil signs and 20,000 educational pamphlets
throughout the state. There are more than 500 teduWeed Watchers from across the state working in
cooperation with DES on more than 250 waterbodies.

Management of Exotic Plants — DES worked in 26 vimtgies using techniques such as hand-pulling,
placement of bottom barriers, harvesting, and gpdieation of herbicides to control exotic plants.

New Infestations of Variable Milfoil — There weterée new infestations of exotic aquatic plants @wN
Hampshire that were documented in 2007. Each nfastation was variable milfoil, which was found in
Lake Pemigewasset in New Hampton, Glenn Lake ifgBnfn, and Powwow Pond in Kingston.

Clean Lakes Program

Baboosic Lake, Amherst — DES is continuing to depehe draft Lake and Watershed Diagnostic Study.
This report may remain as a draft due to an incetephater budget data set.

Partridge Lake, Littleton — The Partridge Lake Diasgtic Study final report was distributed in May.

Rust Pond, Wolfeboro — The Rust Pond Diagnostidysfinal report was distributed in February.

Perkins Pond, Sunapee — The draft Perkins Pondrgtiate Diagnostic Study was completed in
December 2006. Draft appendices were finalizedir2 It is anticipated that the final report wi# b



distributed in 2008.

Lake Trophic Survey Program

The Lake Trophic Survey (LTS) program was put ol e 2007 in order to provide DES staff with time
to participate in the EPA-sponsored National Lalsse@ssment (NLA) Program for randomly-selected
lakes. Lakes were sampled according to both NLALaF procedures and protocols (NLA samples
were sent to contract laboratories). A total ofdl&s were sampled: 13 randomly-selected lakes and
three reference lakes. Many of these lakes havkcphdnat access. Winnisquam Lake was one of the
lakes surveyed.

Mercury in Fish Program

With assistance from the N.H. Fish and Game Departpthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
volunteers, 297 fish were collected from the stakekes and ponds in 2007. The fish were frozemupo
collection and analyzed for total mercury in the®DEmMNology Center in late 2007 and early 2008.
Many of the lakes and ponds from which the fishenasllected have public access facilities.

Biomonitoring Program

DES collected macro-invertebrate samples, evaldathgopulations, and conducted habitat assessment
at 20 river stations. These data are used to adseglogical health of numerous streams, which
support fishing access.

Surface Water Quality Assessments

Water Quality Monitoring of Rivers — While DES hasnducted biennial assessments for several years,
this information is taken from the 2008 draft asge=nt. There are a total of 9,659 river and stregles
that need to be tested. For the “swimming” desigmhaise, 82% of the state’s river miles have not yet
been assessed. Of the 18% of the river miles that heen assessed, 48% support swimming while 52%
do not. For the “aquatic life support” designatse,73% of the state’s river miles have not yehbee
assessed. Of the 27% of the river miles that haea lassessed, 4% support aquatic life while 96% do
not. The majority of river segments that do notparpaquatic life (60%) are due to pH values thit f
below the minimum pH water quality standard of @mbmany cases the pH readings were just below the
standard (i.e., between 6.0 and 6.5), which arexjpécted to result in any significant adverse ictp#
aquatic life (70% of the pH impaired river segminithe source of low pH is primarily attributabte t
deposition of acids in the atmosphere when it réiies acid rain). The source of acidifying po#lats in

the atmosphere is air emissions, primarily fronsiidsiel burning power plants and motor vehiclesc8
1991, New Hampshire has taken active steps to esglonissions from within the state. While some
emissions still occur from within New Hampshireg tinajority of emissions are from sources outside of
the state.

Water Quality Monitoring of Lakes — While DES hamducted biennial assessments for several years,
this information is taken from the 2008 draft asgasnt. There are a total of approximately 164,615
surface acres of lakes and ponds that need tcstezltd-or the “swimming” designated use, 22% of the
state’s surface water acres have not yet beensaess&3f the 78% of the surface water acres that hav
been assessed, 90% support swimming while 10% tddé-apthe “aquatic life support” designated use
38% of the states surface waters have not beeasaskeOf the 62% that have been assessed, 0% fully
support aquatic life while 100% do not. The majodt lakes that do not support aquatic life (7098 a
due to pH values that fall below the minimum pHevajuality standard of 6.5. In many cases the pH
readings were just below the standard (i.e., beivée@ and 6.5), which are not expected to resudnin
significant adverse impacts to aquatic life (81%Hdfimpaired lakes). The source of low pH is priiyar
attributable to deposition of acids in the atmoselwehen it rains (i.e., acid rain). The source of
acidifying pollutants in the atmosphere is air esitins, primarily from fossil fuel burning power pta

and motor vehicles. Since 1991, New Hampshire &leentactive steps to reduce emissions from within



the state. While some emissions still occur frorthimiNew Hampshire, the majority of emissions are
from sources outside of the state.

Volunteer Lake Assessment Program (VLAP)

During 2007, approximately 500 volunteers througttba state sampled a total of 175 lakes, and 1,029
water quality monitoring stations at those lakasaddition, it is estimated that the VLAP program
generated approximately 14,000 total sample reBuR807. By sampling a lake several times each yea
over a period of years, long-term water qualitpti® can be discerned. The sampling efforts of the
volunteer monitors supplement the sampling andsassent efforts of DES, saving the state personnel
and travel costs. Only through the help of voluntaenitors can such a volume of sampling be
accomplished throughout the state.

Volunteer River Assessment Program (VRAP)

During 2007, the VRAP program supported 29 volunggeups. VRAP volunteers monitored 358 river
and stream water quality monitoring stations, pittng over 11,000 water quality parameter
measurements useable for the Clean Water Act meshelatter quality assessments. For many of the
VRAP rivers and tributaries, the volunteers arevigiog DES with its only source of water qualitytda

As with the VLAP program, the VRAP volunteers paeithe agency with high quality data while saving
the state significant expense.

Rivers Management and Protection Program (RMPP

Development of river trail and public access wasitified as a goal in the Piscataquog River Local
Advisory Committee’s (PIRLAC) River Corridor Managent Plan. RMPP staff assisted PIRLAC in
developing grant applications to support a rivail gystem. The assistance resulted in PiRLAC véogi
a technical assistance grant from the National Barkice to coordinate the creation of a recreation
trail along the Piscataquog River. Constructiothef5.5 mile trail began in 2007.

The Lamprey River Local Advisory Committee (LRLA®) cooperation with the National Park Service
is developing a recreation plan and tour for thempeey River.

Lakes Management and Protection Program

Since the Public Water Access Advisory Board west éstablished in 1993, the lakes coordinator has
served as the DES representative to the boardiditien to providing the PWAAB with information
specific to proposed waterfront state surplus l@aviews, the coordinator has continued to provide
assistance to F&G and the board regarding the peabpublic boat access facility on Winnisquam Lake.

NH Coastal Program

In 2007, the Coastal Program supported the Blue®@&eciety for Marine Conservation’s beach cleanup
programs, including the Adopt-a-Beach Program rivettonal Coastal Cleanup Day and monthly marine
debris monitoring program at Jenness Beach, hetpikgep public access sites along the coast eledn
more enjoyable for visitors. The ultimate goal iarme pollution prevention, which cannot be
accomplished by cleanups alone. The Blue Ocearetyassed data from the cleanups, along with
informative educational materials developed in jpasjects, to better inform the public of the pilevee

and impacts of marine pollution.

In 2007, the Hampton Falls Conservation Commisas&ed a grant from the Coastal Program to acquire
and protect 14 acres of land, including 320 feeh@lthe banks of the Taylor River. The property is
located next to the existing 21 acre Marsh Lansdtue, enlarging this natural area to 35 acres. The



conservation easement is held by the Southeast Tarsd of New Hampshire and allows non-motorized
public access on the site.

The Coastal Program funded and coordinated thet&ldaslunteer Biological Assessment
Program’s 2007 season, enabling local watershagpbgrto collect locally important water quality data



Department of Resources and Economic Development
Public Waters Access Board
Annual Report for 2007

The Department of Resources and Economic Developmanages 214 fee owned tracts
comprising 166,892 acres, 33 conservation easereniprising 213,055 acres and manages 3
federally owned tracts comprising 13,446 acresafmange of natural resource values including
public recreation and forest management. ManyRED managed lands have water resources
including developed beaches and boat launcheda&adpond, river and stream access.

Division of Parks and Recreation

Pawtuckaway State Park:
The bath house at the beach area has been repllaeexdd building is being removed the spring
of 2008.

Sunapee State Park:
The division has been working on maintenance isatid®e parking lot. The work is being
designed to also address water quality from thkipgutot.

Division of Parks and Recreation Land and Water Grant Assistance

City of Claremont: Riverside Park

The City of Claremont will develop improved pedestrand vehicular access including gravel
parking area, environmentally-appropriate landstgyiestoration of a historic monument, and
installation of a custom-designed skate park, togretvith necessary signage and safety features.
(Sugar River — viewing access)

Town of Durham: Oyster River Universal Access Greay Trail

The Town of Durham will establish a trail systendatkson’s Landing Park. This trail will be
1575 feet long and will be constructed so as tarbeersally accessible. Interpretive signage
will be placed along sections of the trail whicHlwliscuss the ecology, and importance of
freshwater ecosystem®yster River — Trail access)

Town of Merrimack: Watson Park River Overlook

The Town of Merrimack will develop the newly acaqdrl2+ acre parcel of land bounded by the
Baboosic Brook and Souhegan River. The WatsonrRwverlook project will include a parking
area, bathroom facilities, a picnic area with taplnd cooking grills, and will be accessible to
all ages and abilitiegBaboosic Brook — viewing access)

Town of Seabrook: Seabrook Harborside Park

The Town of Seabrook plans to develop the HarberBark which would provide for fishing for
all including those confined to wheelchairs. Phasiedevelopment will be used to replace the
old fencing and to establish picnic and park beachikhe town will also construct walking paths




from the existing paved parking lot to these besct8eabrook Harbor — viewing/fishing
access)

Division of Forests and Lands

Ossipee Lake Natural Area:

In order to address some safety issues and togpieme preserve some exemplary plant
communities, endangered species, and historicaliress on the beach area of the natural area,
DRED closed potions of the property to public use. advisory committee was formed and a
plan of action will be coming forth, hopefully i©@8.

Forest Legacy Program

The Forest Legacy Program uses Conservation Easetogorotect lands and include the
following public access and recreational opporiesiis outlined in section iii., “Outdoor
Recreation”, of the conservation easement. Outdsmeation is defined as low-impact, non-
commercial activities pursued during leisure timd &y free choice that provide their own
satisfaction and that make use of nature and #raesits in nature including, but not limited to,
hiking, nature study, bird watching, walking, snsoeing, camping, hunting and cross-country
skiing; riding snowmobiles, mountain bicycles, dmses on designated trails, if any; and
constructing and maintaining unpaved paths antstrai

Other motorized recreational vehicles may be péechiipon written mutual agreement by the
Fee Owner and Easement Holder including; the tglebntrol and manage public pedestrian
access across the Easement Area, including hurfishgng and trapping (trapping requires land
owner written permission, but is expected to baegd); specific snowmobiling rights
(traditional and negotiated) which are securedubhoa recorded Agreement; and the right to
issues special permits to physically challengethienasts for special recreational pursuits on
the Easement area.

The Willard Pond-Robb Reservairoject protected 1667 acres of land and 20.5axfre
water/wetlands in the town of Stoddard. The landwned by Harris Center for Conservation
Education with DRED holding the Conservation Easgmé is connected to other large
conservation lands that have various public remeatpportunities. This addition provides
access to the upper reaches of the Contoocook.Hi8& has a proposed public access site on
this property.




COMMISSIONER

May 6, 2008

Mr. Thomas Quarles

Chairman

Public Waters Access Advisory Board
11 Hazen Drive

Concord, NH 03302

Dear Chairman Quarles:

Throughout 2007 the Department of Transportatiotively participated as a
member of the Public Water Access Advisory Boaiithe Department was readily
engaged in cooperative action with the DepartmdnFish & Game to improve
public access to the Winnipesaukee River in Ncettifiand Lake Sunapee in
Newbury. We are also partnering with private marcontractors in an effort to
improve the operation of the Department owned laatp at Harilla’s Landing in
Moultonborough.

The Department’s Division of Project Developmermntinually investigates
opportunities to improve access to public wateranguthe design process of our
projects as well as through our regularly schedulegr-agency coordination
meetings with various natural resource agencies.

The Department is pleased to be involved with éfferts undertaken by the
Board to provide adequate access to the publicravateour State.

Respectfully Submitted,

/S/ Michael P. Pillsbury
Michael P. Pillsbury, P.E.
Assistant Director, Division of Operations

JOHN O. MORTON BUILDING - 7 HAZEN DRIVE - P.O. BOX 483 - CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03302-0483
TELEPHONE: 603-271-3734 - FAX: 603-271-3914 - TDD ACCESS: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964 - INTERNET: WWW.NHDOT.COM



PUBLIC WATER ACCESS ADVISORY BOARD

ANNUAL REPORT

Prepared by NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF ENERGY AND PLANNING

January 1, 2007 — December 31, 2007

The role of the Office of Energy and Planning aseanber of the Public Water Access Advisory
Board (PWAAB) is: 1) to assist in providing infortran and planning guidance regarding the
development of access to New Hampshire’'s waterdsoaind 2) to provide an up-to-date
inventory of the water access sites in New Hampshir

In 2007, the Office of Energy and Planning reledded Hampshire Outdoors, Revised 2008-
2013 New Hampshire's Statewide Comprehensive Outdeordation Plan (SCORP). Access
to public waters is mentioned throughout the doaumén Chapter 3, “Recreational Issues of
Statewide Importance”, the plan describes theabtee PWAAB and recommends that, “Given
the changes that occur over time, the prioritiespmmendations and strategies set forth in [the
1991Public Access Plan for New Hampshire's Lakes, Paoauoid Riversshould be reviewed by
the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department anB\WWeAB to determine accomplishments
to date, and reaffirm or revise priorities, goaid atrategies.”

In the fall of 2007, OEP updated its database dilipwater access sites, incorporating
information available from the NH Department offFand Game, and improving locational
accuracy by using recent aerial photos. Updatésstaccess site database were made in
preparation for the early-2008 launching of a nesbseased mapping service to display public
water access sites to the general public.

In response to a House committee formed to studgsacto public waters across state-owned
lands, OEP worked with the state departments afspartation, Environmental Services, and
Resources and Economic Development to developabase of all state holdings in close
proximity to water bodies and to determine the eixte which those holdings are currently
leased, as well as the potential for additionadileg.of properties. The database was completed
in December, for presentation to the committeeamuary 2008.

Carol Barleon, OEP’s appointee to the Advisory Bioagetired from OEP in August 2007. In
December, Ken Gallager was appointed to serve®bdadhlrd in Ms. Barleon’s place. Mr.
Gallager is the geographic information system sgstifor the Office of Energy and Planning.
The office has no plans at the present to hirenareereation planner to replace Ms. Barleon.



ARCHITECTURAL BARRIER-FREE
DESIGN COMMITTEE

David Gleason, Co-Chair
Jeffrey Marden, Co-Chair
Cheryl L. Killgmccessibility Specialist

Direct Line (603) 271-4177
Email:echil.killam@nh.gov
Website: www.nh.gov/disabilitytammittee.html

January 5, 2007

John R. Lavigne, Jr., P.E., Sr. Project Manager
The H.L. Turner Group Inc.

27 Locke Road

Concord, NH 03301

Dear John,

This letter is in response to the September 18, 2006 waiver request submitted by you, on behalf of Concord
20/20.

Because the City of Concord issued a building permit for this project sometime after July 27, 2006 but prior to
the submission of your waiver request, the Architectural Barrier-Free Design Committee obtained a legal
opinion from the NH Office the Attorney General as to whether or not the Committee was within their rights to
review and vote on this waiver request. This opinion was provided to the Committee on December 14, 2006.

On December 19, 2006, the Architectural Barrier-Free Design Committee voted unanimously to deny the
waiver request submitted by H.L. Turner Group on behalf of Concord 20/20 “for providing a handicap
accessible pathway to its proposed temporary boat dock and gangway facility to be located at Waterfront Park
on the Merrimack River at the Everett Arena, Loudon Road” in Concord, New Hampshire.

Further, the Committee requests a response from H.L. Turner Group regarding the options that were proposed
at the September 19, 2006 meeting.

Sincerely,

David Gleason, Co-Chair Jeffrey Marden, Co-Chair

clk

cc: D. Stohrer, Concord 20/20
Code Enforcement, City of Concord
Douglas Woodward, City Planner, Concord
Thomas J. Aspell, Jr., City Manager, Concord



ARCHITECTURAL BARRIER-FREE
DESIGN COMMITTEE

David Gleason, Chair
Karl McKinster, Vice Chair
Cheryl L. Killgmccessibility Specialist

Direct Line (603) 271-4177
Email:echil.killam@nh.gov
Website: www.nh.gov/disabilitytammittee.html

December 4, 2007

John R. Lavigne, Jr., P.E., Sr. Project Manager
The H.L. Turner Group Inc.

27 Locke Road

Concord, NH 03301

Dear John,

On November 20, 2007, the Architectural Barrier-Free Design Committee reviewed the plans
submitted for the site revisions for access to the docks at the Merrimack River Waterfront Park,
Everett Arena. The Committee appreciates the work that has been done to provide improved access
to the docks.

The plans to reconstruct the path of travel from the new accessible parking space/drop-off area show
compliant handrails on both sides per ANSI A117.1-1998 section 405.8. The following adjustments
are needed:
1. Lower the bottom rail so that it is no higher than 4 inches above the ramp surface
2. For the sign at the upper parking level, replace the double-sided arrow with one that points
down toward the river.
3. For the sign at the van-accessible parking space/drop-off area, the text should read “Van-
Accessible” and the arrow should be removed.

With those adjustments, the AB Committee approves the plans submitted by your office.
Thank you for your diligence with this project.

Sincerely,
/ e-signature

David Gleason, Chair

clk

cc: Deb Stohrer, Concord 2020; PO Box 2403, Concord 03302-2403
Michael Santa, Chief Building Inspector, City of Concord
Douglas Woodward, City Planner, Concord
Thomas J. Aspell, Jr., City Manager, Concord



Annual Report to Public Water Access Advisory Board
Accessibility Specialist
Governor's Commission on Disability

Service Provided | October 1, 2006 — | October 1, 2007 — | January 1 —
by Accessibility September 30, 2007 | December 31, 2007 | February 29, 2008
Specialist (approximate #)
Information & 5004 990 230phone calls
Referral points of contact points of contact | 280emails
Materials
distributed 4588 486 250
Training

Total # 30 10 8
Workshops

Total # Participants 068 303 150

Letters of
Recommendation
Facilities leased by
state agencies

2007total =42

January — February 2008= 15

Site-Surveys

Jan. 2003-Dec. 2007:

- Over 200polling places

Jan. 2004-Dec. 2007:

33 of the 36 district
courthouses (2 are not
accessible)

- 10 of the 11 county
courthouses

2007 total = 84

21

12 polling places on Election Day
Legislative Office Building

DMV, Hazen Drive

Raymond High School
Wilton-Lyndeborough Middle-High School
Littleton District Court

Hampton District Court

Office of Energy & Planning

NH Tech — Nashua

Shedd Free Library, Washington

5 private businesses (Manchester, Newington,
Dover, Salem, Concord)

Plan Reviews

2007 total = 49

5

Complaints

Average/month%2

30




