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Coordinator’'s Greeting, Photo Gallery: Three Big Dragons

With no further ado, here are a few of the highkgsihce the
last Dragonhunter was sent out. Congrats to all foethete-
worthy records!

The leaves have mostly fallen, and I've finally takenkagak
rack off my car and stored my net in the attic. The 20@8ah-
fly season is over, even if there might be a few mehdaks
lurking in the sunny spots (see below). Since there #rdatt
to be turned in (hint, hint), I'll save the summaryloé tyear for
the next issue, and instead focus here on some of grestihg
happenings in July and August. Included here are a report on the
Dragonfly Society of the Americas meeting in Rockingham
County and a few noteworthy summer records.

John Williams caught this
Arrowhead Spiketail
(Cordulegaster obligugin his
Rumney yard on July 6 by .
This is the most elusive of the
spiketails known to occur in
New Hampshire. It tends to
frequent very small streams
and ditches, and as a result is
rarely encountered in the

An Ode to November course of normal dragonfly
searches.

| suppose touldtry a poem here, but the point of my little pun
is to fill folks in on what’s going on at the very eafdthe drag-
onfly season. We tend to find a few species flyingugtothe
middle of September, and occasionally there’s a surpris@o

at the beginning of October, but by November, let’'s fadbé
dragonflies are gone for all intents and purposes.
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It is thus interesting to see what species actialyebeen re- e
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year. | present below the latest dates for all spesshave
been recorded in—or nearly in—November. Feel free ttotry
a later date this year: Spotted Spreadwing seems a fibgsibi

Scott Young found this Swamp Darn&p{aeschna hergex-
uviae in Strafford on August 8. It might be the first @onéd
breeding record for the entire state! (those areroeérs)

Familiar Bluet: October 21 (Rye)

Slender Spreadwing: October 23 (Rumney)

Spotted Spreadwing: October 28 (Chichester)

Common Green Darner: November 1 (Rye)

Shadow Darner: November 10 (Concord and Merrimack)
Autumn Meadowhawk: December 4 (Rochester) (I think we all
knew that this species would win this little “contest.”)

Besides being something to keep us amused in the face-of win

ter, recording things like late dates may eventually aiclen-  Mark and Lorena Krenitsky caught this Zebra Clubtiy/(urus
tists to determine if climate change is having any &fen scudderjon the Sugar River in Croydon on August 14. Seems
dragonfly flight seasons. So keep your eyes out unttrioe/ like we found quite a few of these this summer.

flies!



We Came, We Saw, We Netted: the 2009 Northeast DSA MeetimgNew Hampshire

On the evening of July 30, a group of shady-looking charastead, mainly to discover that much of the swamp had died of
ters gathered outside the Parkview Inn in Salem, NH. Tiady  as a result of beaver flooding. Meanwhile, a partitifisom
converged there from all corners of the Northeastframd cor-  New York went to World’s End Pond in Salem and found a new
ners that were decidedly NOT in the Northeast (e.kargas site for Scarlet Bluet. Another team canoed down Hmagprey
and Texas). Thus began the 2009 Northeast Regional MeetindRiwer in Epping in search of clubtails, while a larger grofip
the Dragonfly Society of the Americas (DSA), an annuahév  shifting composition wandered about in Auburn, Raymond, and
that brings together odonate enthusiasts from acrossExgw Fremont. | honestly don’t know where half the peopléeehup!
land, New York, New Jersey, and beyond.

We convened at Kingston State Park for a cook-out, at

People didn’t stay in the parking lot for long. Althougk th which we compared notes for the day. Among the significant
meeting didn't officially begin until the next day, eyene was  finds was an Arrowhead Spiketail in Fremont (see phbtoi®
itching to look for dragonflies, so much of the groupdesha species on page 1), one of only a handful of recordséostate
few miles up the road to Kingston, and the playing fisltiere ~ and a rather late one at that. Even during the cooksootgone
Steve Mirick found New Hampshire’s first record of thepe couldn’t resist the lure of nearby Great Pond, andecbatk
pery Emerald back in 2005. To make a long story short, they with a 1st town record of Little Bluet!
found not only Coppery Emeralds but several other emeralds

and innumerable darners. This site will factor intortagative Once fed, we hurriedly cleaned up and headed again for the
over the next couple of days, so suffice it to say thafestivi- famous fields in Kingston in search of darners and emeralds
ties got off to a rousing start. You really had to have been there to appreciate itintagine if

you will 50 people with nets parking along a dirt road and
With the arrival of several more people (including myself spreading out to swing at the swarms of large dragortffiags
Friday the 31st was when things really got underway. lintro had already started to feed. I'm sure we scared the paible
duced the NHDS, handed out maps, and gave everyone an oveearby dog park just a little bit. Among the more notdfmo
view of the weekend’s schedule. Then, since unpleasathere sights was that of several people with nets standogagiant
was on its way, people scattered to the winds, inclugitagher  pile of wood chips, hoping to capture some of the higtyangl
visit to the fields in Kingston. | opted to explore Salerthvai dragons.
few other folks, since that town was clearly shordafta.
When the sun finally started to set on the action, weked
But we didn’t have long. The weather quickly caught up  our ways back to campgrounds and hotels, a very suatdssf
with us, and by late morning it had started to rain hpait in the field behind us. The next morning brought a retoirn
some points in the afternoon it was almost impossibiee the  clouds and a chance of rain, so most people began to head hom
road ahead and the word “monsoon” was tossed aboutdike  Some collected data along the way, including some newas
were all in either India or the southwestern U.S. Nessdie say, from the city of Nashua. A few of us opted to hit Kingstore
no one found much on the first day of the DSA. more time, hoping to find the 75th species for the talust
before lunch, we found it: Citrine Forktails emerging small
Saturday the first, on the other hand, was about &scper  grassy puddle along Route 125.
day as one could ask for: sunny and warm with almost no
breeze. With the addition of several more attendees tere In total, 79 species were recorded during the meetirthyan
now over 50 of us, and no bugs were safe! learned a lot about this part of the state. Watclhierupdated
town map in the winter Dragonhunter for details. It @eesat to
Teams headed out over a large portion of western Rockingee several of our very own NHDS volunteers at the ntgeti
ham County. | led a group in search of a cedar swamping=l and I'm glad you all had a good time.

Participants at the 2009 Northeast DSA gather for agphioto at Kingston State Park. Photo by Bryan Pfieffer.



